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International Events

January 

Cairo International Book Fair.  The International Cairo Book Fair highlights original masterpieces of Arabic and foreign books collections in different areas of Knowledge and sciences.  This Book Fair has soon become a cultural landmark that is visited yearly by different visitors worldwide. Contact information: phone: 202-577-5371; fax: 202-575-4213; website: http://www.cibf.org/en/index.cfm


February 

Jerusalem International Book Fair . Established in 1963, the JIBF is recognized worldwide as an important commercial and cultural event. The JIBF hosts book trade professionals from around the world who come to meet with each other in an intimate setting, allowing them to sell books, create new projects and talk the business of books. 

Contact information: Jerusalem 91007; phone: 972 2 629 7922 or 629 6412; fax: 972 2 624 3144; e-mail:jer_fair@netvision.net.il; website: http://www.jerusalembookfair.com
March

Salon du Livre-Paris.  Whether you are an avid reader or simply interested in seeing what the fair has to offer, come to the 25th Salon du Livre (18 – 23 March) and discover the literature of Russia, our country of honor for 2005. This special anniversary year has many surprises, new features and contests in store to celebrate the occasion.  Contact information: Paris, France; phone: +33 (0) 1 41 90 4740; e-mail:livre@reedd-oip.fr; website: http://salondulivre.reed-oip.com
South African Library Week.   This year’s event, which takes place from March 14-18, 2005, emphasizes our celebration of the signing of the Freedom Charter 50 years ago, with particular emphasis on the Charter statement: "Let the doors of learning be opened", and with reading and writing events organised all over the country to mark this historical event.  Contact information:  Val MacGarry; DCES, ELITS, P/Bag X05, Rossburgh 4072, South Africa; Tel: +27 -31 - 274 4913/ 083 761 6110; Fax: +27 -31 - 274 4917; e-mail: ValM@kznedu.kzntl.gov.za  website: http://www.srac.gpg.gov.za/LibraryWeek.asp
World Poetry Day. Celebrated the 3rd Monday in March, UNESCO seeks to promote poetry as a modern art for all to enjoy.  http://www.unesco.org/culture/creativity/literature/html_eng/poesie1.shtml
World Storytelling Day. (Formerly known as International Storytelling Day) This celebration gets people worldwide to tell and listen to stories, in a wide variety of languages, and at as many places as possible, during a single 24-hour period. Coordinated in the UK by The Society for Storytelling.  http://www.storytellingday.net/
April

Bologna Children's Book Fair. This event takes places each April in Bologna, Italy.  For 42 years, every April, Bologna hosts the premier meeting among the world’s producers of children’s content: book publishers, TV/film companies, and licensing developers. A forum thoroughly addressing every aspect of this field.  For information, see http://www.bookfair.bolognafiere.it/.

Buenos Aires International Book Fair.   This event is considered as one of the most important book fairs in the Spanish speaking world and one of the most attended in the whole world, with more than 1,000,000 attendants per year.  It takes place from April 17 to May 8, 2006 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Website: http://www.el-libro.com.ar
International Children’s Book Day. Each year on or around April 2, IBBY sponsors International Children’s Book Day to inspire a love of reading and raise awareness about children’s books. For promotional information, see http://www.ibby.org/index.php?id=257
Tokyo International Book Fair Tokyo International Book Fair (TIBF) is a must attend trade fair for all publishers, importers, wholesalers, bookstores, literary agents and publishing professionals.  The event takes place in Tokyo, Japan.  For more information, see http://web.reedexpo.co.jp/tibf/english.

World Book and Copyright Day. Sponsored by UNESCO and held each year on April 23rd, World Book and Copyright Day is a worldwide celebration of books and reading and was marked in over 30 countries around the globe last year.  http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=5125&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
May

Nigeria International Book Fair.  This event is an evolving market place for books and other instructional materials in various forms, such as chart, e-books and software. It is also a place for the purchase of publishing and distribution rights. NIBF is gradually becoming the meeting place for networking in the publishing industry in Africa, and it is poised to bring books and other instructional materials closer to the people for better education and self-improvement.  The Nigeria International Book Fair attracts impressive attendance from other African countries, Asia, other parts of the world and, of course, the Nigeria teeming populace.  This event takes place in Lagos, Nigeria.  For information, phone: 234 (1) 4823402; e-mail:info@nibf.org; website: http://www.nibf.org/
Norwegian Literature Festival (Norsk Litteraturfestival).  During the week of the 24th-29th of May 2005, the former Olympic city of Lillehammer will host the 11th Norwegian Festival of Literature. The festival is an annual non-commercial celebration of literary endeavor and designed to address topical literary, social and political questions in a series of seminars and public debates open to wide audiences.  For information, phone: 47-61-28-8991; e-mail:littfest@maihaugen.museum.no; http://www.litteraturfestival.no
World Press Freedom Day. Children worldwide celebrate the importance of freedom in the media. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=1204&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
June

Tales of Graz.  Tales of Graz is one of the world’s biggest "Storytelling Festivals" - unique of its kind of converting a whole city into a "tale."  For information, phone: +43 3183 7423; e-mail: festival@graz.tales.org; visit http://www.graz.tales.org


August 

Cape Clear Island International Storytelling Festival. This three-day literary festival provides a full schedule of storytelling and music. This event takes place in Cape Clear Island, Skibbereen, County Cork, Republic of Ireland. For information, e-mail: stories@indigo.ie or visit http://indigo.ie/~stories/
Edinburgh International Book Festival. The Edinburgh International Book Festival is the biggest public celebration in the world of books and all that they contain. It is a place to talk as well as listen, to share your thoughts on issues as well as shed the burdens of everyday life, a place of engagement and irresistible enjoyment.  The event takes place in Edinburgh, Scotland. For information, phone: 44 131 228 5444; e-mail: admin@edbookfest.co.uk or visit http://www.edbookfest.co.uk


September

EAST AFRICAN BOOK WEEKS (Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania). This annual event focuses on a separate week for each country and includes book fairs and reading tents. The aim of festival was to promote books and reading through a cultural approach.  This concept was based on the understanding that African people possess a strong traditional orientation to oral and cultural forms of education, communication and entertainment, and that information transmitted through song, dance and story-telling is more widely embraced than the quiet privacy that books engender.  The book week approach was aimed at promoting reading within this socially accepted context.  For information, contact Rith Makotsi, East Africa Book Development Association (EABDA) 

ruth@nbnet.co.ke  article on: http://www.bellagiopublishingnetwork.org/newsletter25/saaiwad.htm
Göteborg International Book Fair.  The 21st Göteborg Book Fair is focusing on many themes and issues, e.g. Lithuanian literature, Nordic literature, International issues, Nations Unlimited, Crime Novel Day and Literature for Children and Young Adults.  This event takes place in Göteborg, Sweden. Contact phone: +46 (0) 31 708 8400; e-mail: info@goteborg-bookfair.com or visit http://www.bok-bibliotek.se/FMPro?-db=Hemsidor2005.fp5&-lay=webb&-format=FMPstart2005eng.html&-error=FMPfel.html&Sidnamn=start_page&Extranet=nej&-find= 

International Literacy Day. September 8th of each year is set aside by UNESCO to observe International Literacy Day, a day where events focus on international literacy needs and goals. http://www.reading.org/association/meetings/literacy_day.html
South African Festival of Books.  This event, which takes place September 5-9, 2005,  starts with the national school-based Readathon, culminating in the Festival of Books, in which participating schools compete for book prizes for excellence in dramatizations and recitations of favorite books, poems and plays.  For information, contact Val MacGarry,

DCES, ELITS, P/Bag X05, Rossburgh 4072, South Africa; Tel: +27 -31 - 274 4913/ 083 761 6110; Fax: +27 -31 - 274 4917; e-mail: ValM@kznedu.kzntl.gov.za  website:  http://www.stanford.edu/~jbaugh/saw/Yoo-Yoo_Literacy.html
October

Feria Internacional del Libro de Santiago.  The Feria Internacional del Libro de Santiago takes place in Late October/early November and supports reading and writing authorship.  The event takes place in Santiago, Chile. For information, phone: 52 8328 4328; e-mail: filmty@filmty.itesm.mx or visit http://www.camlibro.cl/
Frankfurt Book Fair. From 19-23 October 2005, Frankfurt, Germany will once again be the venue for the world's largest trade fair for books, multimedia and communications. Korea is the Guest of Honor. For information, visit http://www.frankfurt-book-fair.com/en/portal.php
International School Library Day. On the 4th Monday of October, libraries across the world hold special events to celebrate this day. For thematic information, see http://www.iasl-slo.org/isld.html
LIBER. Feria Internacional del Libro (Barcelona/Madrid).  Four days are dedicated to the promotion of books.  This is one of the major cultural events. The event is held in Barcelona on even years and Madrid on odd-numbered years.  http://www.liber.ifema.es/
Monterrey International Book Fair.  This event, which takes place in Monterrey, Mexico, encourages reading in the community through the rich flavor of literature.   The Library of the Technological one of Monterrey initiated in 1989 the organization of the first International Fair of the Book Monterrey with the at most various idea of meeting of the world of the books: its authors, the publishing businesses, its publications and al public reader these.  For information, visit http://fil.mty.itesm.mx/2005/
Tomás Rivera Mexican American Children’s Book Award:  The Decade Celebration.  This annual award is given in celebration of literary achievements, Mexican American literature, and the award.  It takes place from October 27-31, 2005.  http://www.education.txstate.edu/subpages/tomasrivera/
November

Guadalajara International Book Fair.  Peru will be FIL 2005's Guest of Honor. Its literary delegation, comprised of Peru's most important contemporary writers, will be accompanied to Guadalajara, Mexico by Peru's leading artists, musicians and chefs, thus making FIL a true festival of the senses.  For information, visit http://www.fil.com.mx/


Other

United Nations Literacy Decade. 2003 – 2012. The United Nations’ aim is to reach adults and children worldwide without access to literacy. For information on the programs available, see http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=27158&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
Adult Learners Week – This site contains a list of countries from around the world that have participated in Adult Learners’ Week in the past few years and information about their activities. http://www.adultlearnersweek.org/about/international.html
Eating Words for Breakfast – A book of short stories to mark the 50th birthday of Book Aid International. All proceeds go to the organization. (Click on News; scroll down to Eating Words for Breakfast and click)

http://www.bookaid.org/cms.cgi/site/news/releases/_50th_birthday_party.htm
Reading Groups - Use enCompassCulture to establish links to other Reading Groups around the world. http://www.encompassculture.com/readinggroups/world/
Book Events Calendar – The Center for the Book-Library of Congress. Contains a list of book fairs, storytelling festivals and other literary events across the U.S.A. and around the world. http://www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook/bkevents.html
Africa
March

Zimbabwe – National Reading Week. Held for one week in late March, children and parents are encouraged to read together to change attitudes about reading in Zimbabwe. http://www.childlit.org.za/ybobzimbabwe.html
September

Namibia – National Reading Festival Week. Celebrated the last week in September, Namibian children are encouraged to develop a love of reading. Activities take place in libraries and schools. On the last day of the week, National Readathon Day takes place in schools.  http://www.dapp.namibia.na/01 NA PPS RepYear2003 text.pdf
October

South Africa – Reading First. Volunteers from the World Library Partnership introduce preschool children to the joy of books and reading during this two-week event in late October. For information on participation, see http://mailman.edc.org/pipermail/digitaldivide/2004-July/000011.html
Other

Africa – Book Aid International works in 18 countries in sub-Saharan Africa and Palestine, providing over half a million books and journals each year to libraries, hospitals, refugee camps and schools. http://www.bookaid.org/cms.cgi/site/index.htm
Africa – Africa@21 A pan-African British Council project aimed to animate and further increase the impact of Knowledge, Information and Library services in Sub-Saharan Africa (Malawi, Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Zimbabwe). http://www.encompassculture.com/readinggroups/africa@21
Africa - The National Book Development Council organizes book fairs and National Book Week celebrations every year. http://www.inasp.org.uk/pubs/bookchain/profiles/Kenya.html
Africa – The Centre is home to a number of resources that are available for the development of literacy and writing in South Africa.  http://www.nlsa.ac.za/cb/inside/index.html
Asia

April

Kathmandu – Education for All Week. Held each year during the third week of April, children undertake activities to end illiteracy. http://www.unesco.org/kathmandu/education/efaWeek.php
May

Indonesia – National Book Day. May 21st of each year, children are encouraged to celebrate reading.  **no website
July

Malaysia – National Reading Month Celebration. Activities relating to reading and knowledge are planned nationwide throughout the month of July.  

http://i-baca.pnm.my/kempen/kempen_en.asp
Other

Malaysia – Promoting Reading from Birth. This nationwide campaign urges parents to read to their children from birth. http://i-baca.pnm.my/galakan/memupuk_en.asp
Malaysia – National Reading Month. National Reading Campaign is an annual event with various kinds of activities planned and to be carried out throughout the entire nation. The highlight of the campaign is the month-long National Reading Month celebration. Various activities are planned and carried out at National Library of Malaysia, State Public Libraries as well as special and academic libraries throughout the nation. 

http://i-baca.pnm.my/kempen/kempen_en.asp
Malaysia - Various reading promotion activities are organized by the National Library of Malaysia to inculcate the reading habit amongst the society.  Each activity is targeted to specific groups such as children, youths and adults. 

http://www.pnm.my/
Pacific Rim-South Asia - The Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize has been awarded every year since 1996. It promotes books that will contribute to greater understanding and cooperation among the peoples and nations of the Pacific Rim and South Asia. The Prize is worth US $30,000. Half of the cash award is given to the author of the winning fiction title, and half is given to the author of the winning nonfiction title. http://www.kiriyamaprize.org/
Australia

August

Children’s Book Week. Celebrated each year in mid to late August, activities are organized throughout each state and territory branch. National book winners are announced. For more information see http://www.cbc.org.au/bookweek.htm
September

National Literacy and Numeracy Week. Held in early September, schools compete for awards based on the National Standards and Testing for Australia. See http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/2005/
National Simultaneous Storytime. Held in early September in conjunction with National Literacy and Numeracy Week, private and public libraries present a picture book simultaneously for children. For media kit and further details click to http://www.alia.org.au/advocacy/storytime/2004/
October

Sydney International Children’s Festival – Kids Universe and Scholastic have joined forces to present “Reading Rocks” as a key element of Kids Universe. More than fifty of Australia’s leading children’s authors and illustrators will be at Kids Universe providing children of all ages with the opportunity to listen to, workshop with, learn from and mingle amongst their favorite author, illustrator or storyteller. http://www.kidsuniverse.net.au/literature.php
Other

Books in Homes Australia. A non-profit charity that puts books into the hands of   

disadvantaged children and their surrounding schools. Visit http://www.biha.com.au/
Europe

January

Netherlands – The National Reading Aloud Days. An annual reading promotion project taking place the end of January. To promote reading aloud to children who cannot yet read for themselves. http://www.eu-read.com/projects.html?country_id=2
February
Finland – Runeberg’s Day. Runeberg’s Day, held each February 5, celebrates the famous Finnish poet by the same name. Children and parents share pastries and poetry. http://koulut.kirkkonummi.fi/~seppa/wfs/juhlat.htm
Finland – Kalevala’s Day. This day celebrates the Kalevala collection of poems and old legendary stories. In school children hear old legends of Kalevala, and do projects concerning it. http://koulut.kirkkonummi.fi/~seppa/wfs/juhlat.htm
U.K. – Get London Reading. A two-month campaign beginning in February encouraging people of all ages to enjoy reading.  http://www.getlondonreading.co.uk/
U.K. – National Storytelling Week. During the first full week of February, the Society for Storytelling encourages the tradition of storytelling with nationwide events and activities.  http://www.sfs.org.uk/
March

Belgium, Flanders – Youth Book Week. Youth Book Week takes place in early March each year. Students are urged to become enlightened by books. http://www.jeugdboekenweek.be/
U.K. – Bedtime Reading Week. Held for one week each year in mid-March, Bedtime Reading Week is a national initiative for parents and children to rediscover the joy of good books. Children and parents are urged to read together at bedtime as well as other times during the day. http://www.tralrc.org.uk/bedtime/
U.K., Ireland – World Book Day/St. George’s Day. World Book Day is celebrated in early March, on St. George’s Day, the traditional day for giving gifts of books and roses in the U.K. and Ireland. http://www.worldbookday.com/
April

Germany – Book Giveaway Day. On April 23 each year, bookshops and libraries participate in this event where books are given free of charge to children between 8 and 12 years of age.  **no website
Spain – Book and Lover’s Day. Book and Lover’s Day is celebrated April 23 each year by exchanging books and flowers. http://partyguideonline.com/months/april/apr23.html
U.K. - BBC Big Read launch programme, BBC2. A television program that launches a series devoted to encouraging children to read, this event begins a nomination process for the top 21 books in the U.K. for the year. Children and adults can follow the program, beginning in early April and ending in December. http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/bigread/
May

U.K. – National Share a Story Month. Every May the Federation of Children's Book Groups hosts National Share a Story Month, with one particular story chosen each year. Book groups across the country put on activities, and there is a national competition.  http://www.btinternet.com/~martin.kromer/
June
U.K. –National Summer Reading Challenge in Libraries. The National Summer Reading Challenge (launched in 1999) is coordinated by The Reading Agency and supported by Resource, Books for Students and leading children’s publishers. It is aimed at encouraging four to 12 year olds into libraries to maintain their reading over the school summer holidays. http://www.readingagency.org.uk/  (look under Project Search)

July

U.K. – J.K. Rowling’s Birthday. July 31st. Celebrated with fanfare about the works of the popular novelist, British children are encourage to read the Harry Potter series.  **no website
September

U.K. – National Swap-a-Book Day. Usually the first or second Friday of September, schools and libraries encourage children to swap books. Campaign materials are available at http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/campaign/swapabook.html
U.K. – Tolkien Week and Hobbit Day. The works of J.R.R. Tolkien are celebrated in the U.K. and worldwide on the last week of September, with Hobbit Day on September 22. http://www.tolkiensociety.org/
October

U.K. – Canterbury Festival. The historic setting of Canterbury provides a unique location for the largest festival of arts and culture in the region.  Taking place in October, the two-week festival offers 200 events, including world-renowned musicians, international companies and local artists.  Please visit http://www.canterburyfestival.co.uk/  for more information.

U.K. – Cheltenham Festival of Literature. An annual week-and-a-half autumn festival with a different chosen theme each year, including separate days with particular themes and writing sessions based around them.  More information is available at http://www.cheltenhamfestivals.co.uk/
U.K. – Chester Literature Festival. An annual autumn festival, usually during the month of October, this festival features local and nationally known writers, workshops, readings and special children’s events.  See http://www.chesterfestivals.co.uk/
U.K. – Guildford Book Festival. An annual October event with a chosen theme, this festival includes readings, literary lunches and dinners, discussions, performance poetry, writing competitions, a writer in residence, the annual University of Surrey Poetry Lecture, and children’s events.  For more information, go to http://www.guildford.gov.uk/GuildfordWeb/Leisure/Book+Festival/ 

U.K. – National Children’s Book Week. Held the first full week in the month of October, National Children’s Book Week is celebrated with a nationwide campaign of activities and events to encourage children to read. Information packets and great suggestions are available at http://www.booktrusted.co.uk/cbw/index.html
U.K. – National Poetry Day. Each year in early October this day celebrates the art of poetry. Each year a different theme is chosen. Thematic teaching units are available at  http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/npd/npdindex.htm
U.K. – Norfolk and Norwich Festival. This is a general arts festival with some literary events.  More information can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/norfolk/culture/nn_festival_2003.shtml
U.K. – Poetry Challenge and International Poetry Challenge Day. Inspired by the U.K.’s Poetry Week. Held the first Sunday in October each year. People of all ages are urged to learn a poem by heart to recite on this day to at least one other person. http://www.poetrychallenge.org.uk/
U.K. – Poetry International Festival. The biggest poetry festival in the British Isles, which attracts a wide range of poets from around the world, it includes readings, workshops, discussions, and events for children.  Held annually in October.    http://www.author-network.com/festivals.html
U.K. - Scottish International Storytelling Festival. A ten-day celebration of live oral storytelling, usually held in October.  Scottish and international storytellers share an array of myths, legends, folktales, and fairytales.  More information:  http://www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk/
U.K. – Swansea Festival of Music and the Arts. This is Wales’ largest and most prestigious general arts festival, attracting a total audience of more than 30,000.  For more details, see http://www.swanseafestival.co.uk/
U.K. – Wells Festival of Literature.  An annual festival staged in October each year in the cathedral city of Wells in Somerset, England.  Lectures are given by principal authors, poets, journalists, and broadcasters in the Bishop’s Palace and other venues.  There are also writing workshops and competitions.  Refer to http://www.somersite.co.uk/wellsfest.htm 

Writearound:  Cleveland’s Annual Festival for Writers and Readers. An annual literary festival offering workshops, performances, poetry, open readings, and children’s events, throughout Middlesbrough.  http://www.author-network.com/festivals.html
November

Norway – Nordic Library Week. Library Week in Norway is celebrated the second full week in November. http://www.norden.lt/index.php?show_content_id=87&proj_id=434&set_lang_id=en
Other

Europe – EU*READ. Site of the European Platform for the Promotion of Reading. The Platform’s objective is to exchange knowledge and experience with respect to the promotion on reading in Europe. Divided by country-Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, and Netherlands.  http://www.eu-read.com/categories.html
Germany – We Read Everywhere and All the Time. This long-term initiative involves campaigns in libraries and schools, where children are urged to read for fun through various projects. For more information see http://www.wir-lesen-vor.de/files/index.html
Greece – Reading Relay Race. This is an ongoing promotion, which involves children in selecting books, reading books, and participating in activities related to books.  http://book.culture.gr/english/m02.htm
Netherlands – Boekenpret. This long-term initiative is designed to interest children in reading early. Parents and children are encouraged to participate in activities at libraries and preschools. http://www.lezen.nl/
Netherlands – The Platform to Read. School and public librarians host read aloud sessions for children 0 to 6 years of age on their birthdays. http://www.lezen.nl/
Netherlands – The Inkmonkey (De Inktaap). A Flemish-Dutch reading promotion project for students aged 15-18.  http://www.eu-read.com/projects.html?country_id=2
Netherlands – The National Reading Aloud Contest (De Nationale Vooleeswedstrijd.)  A reading promotion project for the two highest classes of primary school.  http://www.eu-read.com/projects.html?country_id=2
Netherlands – The Young Jury (De Jonge Jury). A reading promotion project for students aged 12-16 whose aim is further development of an understanding about books. Takes place from August till February. 

 http://www.eu-read.com/projects.html?country_id=2
U.K. – Books and Beyond. Children collect pledges and read books for charitable causes in this ongoing campaign.  http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/links/book.html
U.K. – National Reading Campaign. Information on multiple projects encouraging children’s literacy can be found at http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/campaign/index.html
U.K. – Readathon. Readathon is an ongoing initiative through which children undertake to read books, or do other literacy-based activities, in return for pledges of money from family and friends. All money raised is donated to worthwhile causes. For a teacher packet and more information, see http://www.readathon.org/
U.K. – Literary Festivals. A searchable online database of UK Literary Festivals providing a comprehensive guide to Literary Festivals (and general Arts Festivals with a literary content) happening around the UK. Search for a festival by month, region, subject, festival name, or the town the festival is held in. Can also search the description of each festival. The database contains details of dates, addresses and contacts along with a short description of each festival. http://literaryfestivals.britishcouncil.org/
U.K. – Reading Groups. enCompassCulture has information about over 5,000 books published in the UK and Commonwealth. This site will help you to choose the book you want to read next. It can also help to select books that can be used in a reading group or classroom, provide ideas for libraries and information spaces, and help to encourage children, teenagers and adults to read.  http://www.encompassculture.com/readinggroups/reading_uk
Welsh – The Welsh Academy runs events for schools, readings, literary performances and festivals. Included in this site is information about all Lit up and Poetry & Prose in Public Places.  http://www.academi.org/main.cfm?language=english
North America

January
U.S.A., Kansas – Kansas R.E.A.D. Week. Celebrated the last week of January each year, a thematic and interactive reading unit is offered for children of all ages, covering a high interest topic. For more details see  http://www.kansasread.org/READ_Week.htm
February

U.S.A. – Library Lovers Month. This month-long celebration in all types of libraries recognizes the value of libraries in America. For promotional information, see http://www.librarysupport.net/librarylovers/
U.S.A. – National African American Read-In. Schools, churches, libraries, bookstores, community and professional organizations, and interested citizens are urged to make literacy a significant part of Black History Month by hosting and coordinating Read-Ins in their communities. Hosting a Read-In can be as simple as bringing together friends to share a book, or as elaborate as arranging public readings and media presentations that feature professional African American writers. To download a packet as well as recommended reading lists, click  http://www.ncte.org/prog/readin/107901.htm
U.S.A., Oregon – Love of Reading Week. Celebrated during Valentine’s week, Oregon educators encourage a love of reading.  http://www.oregonread.org/
U.S.A., Minnesota – I Love to Read Month. Educators across the state of Minnesota promote reading by pairing children with adult mentors for reading activities each day. Further information and packets are available at http://www.mnreading.org/ILovetoRead_.html
U.S.A., Vermont – I Love to Read and Write Week. Celebrated during the month of February, Vermont educators hold classrooms and school-wide celebrations of literacy. For more information see http://www.vermontcouncilonreading.org/
March

U.S.A. – Freedom of Information Day. Observed on or around the birthday of James Madison, March 16, this day is designed to promote awareness about the value of access to governmental information. http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washevents/freedomofinfo/freedominformation.htm 
U.S.A., Nevada – Nevada Reading Week. The first week of March is set aside to honor reading in Nevada. http://www.silverstatereading.org/
U.S.A. – Newspapers in Education Week. Celebrated the first week of March, students are encouraged to read and use periodicals.  http://nieonline.com/
U.S.A. – Read Across America. Celebrated on or about March 2, the birthday of Dr. Seuss, children are encouraged to get excited about reading through activities and events. For resources, see http://www.nea.org/readacross/index.html
April

Canada – Information Rights Week. Held in early April, Canadian libraries host events promoting intellectual freedom. http://www.cla.ca/resources/irw2002.htm
U.S.A., California – Family Reading Week. Celebrated the last full week of April, California families are urged to turn off the TV and computer and read together. For information click   http://www.californiareads.org/
U.S.A., El dia de los ninos/El dia de los libros. Held in late April, this one-day event emphasizes the importance of promoting literacy to all regardless of linguistic barriers. 

http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscresources/eldiadelosnios/eldadelosnios.htm
U.S.A., New York – The Great New York Read Aloud. For one day in late April each year, libraries across New York host special read aloud events for children. http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/readaloud/index.html
U.S.A., Pennsylvania – Families and Reading Month. Celebrated throughout the month of April, educators along with parents are encouraging children to read across the state of Pennsylvania. For a calendar, promotional materials, and suggested reading lists see http://www.ksra.org/Resources/teacher_resources.htm
U.S.A. – National Library Week. Generally celebrated the first full week of April, National Library Week is a national observance sponsored by the American Library Association (ALA) and libraries across the country each April. This week focuses on the resources and assistance that libraries across the U.S. have to offer and encourages library patronage and support. All types of libraries are invited to participate. For details on participation, click to http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/factsheets/nationallibrary.htm
U.S.A. – National Poetry Month. The month of April has been set aside by The Academy of American Poets to celebrate poetry in American culture. Children participate in readings and festivals nationwide. http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/41
U.S.A. – School Library Media Month. April is the month devoted to celebrating the school library. For tips and suggestions, http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslissues/aasladvocacy/schoollibrary.htm
U.S.A. – TV Turn-off Week. Turn off the TV and turn on life. Parents and children are encouraged to expand their horizons through books. http://www.tvturnoff.org/
U.S.A. – Young People’s Poetry Week. Celebrated each year during the third week of April, Young People’s Poetry Week encourages children to read, write, and enjoy poetry. Sponsored by the Children’s Book Council in conjunction with the Academy of American Poets and the Library of Congress, promotional materials for the event are available at http://www.cbcbooks.org/yppw/
May

U.S.A. – Get Caught Reading Month. Get caught reading during the entire month of May. This event celebrates reading for pleasure!  http://www.getcaughtreading.org/index.htm
U.S.A. – Limerick Day. This humorous form of verse is celebrated on May 12.  ** No current website found  (old one - http://www.umkc.edu/imc/limerick.htm )
U.S.A. – Mother Goose Day. On May 1, the rhymes of Mother Goose are celebrated. http://www.librarysupport.net/mothergoosesociety/tips.html
Canada –Calagary International Children’s Festival. This five day event provides fun for kids and families and includes components for academic learning. The festival supports classroom activities in the classroom and works with teachers on lesson plans. http://www.calgarychildfest.org/
U.S.A., Ohio – Ohio Right-to-Read Celebration. Scheduled during the first week of May, Ohio Right-to-Read encourages children to read throughout the summer.  http://www.ocira.org/
June

Canada – The Winnipeg International Children’s Festival has become the    premier summer family event in Manitoba and a leader in the Canadian Children’s Festival Community.  http://www.kidsfest.ca/
July

U.S.A. – Free Comic Book Day. Held on a Saturday in early July, children are offered a free comic book at comic stores nationwide.  http://www.freecomicbookday.com/
August

U.S.A. – National Kid’s Day. Observed on or about August 1, adults and children are encouraged to take the time to enjoy each other’s company. Why not read?   http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/projectspartnerships.htm
September

Canada – Last Sunday in September, Canada unites in a celebration of literacy and the printed word. http://www.thewordonthestreet.ca/
U.S.A. – National Library Card Sign-Up Month. September is Library Card Sign-Up Month. Sponsored by the American Library Association, parents and children are urged to take advantage of the resources available to them at the library. “The most important school supply of all is @ your library®--it's your library card.” For a press and planning kit plus more details, click here, http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=promotions&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=9715
U.S.A. – Banned Books Week. Banned Books Week, an annual celebration of the freedom to read, is observed the last week of September. The right of intellectual freedom is highlighted each year as children and adults alike are reminded that the freedom to read is a privilege afforded by democracy. For details see http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.htm
October

Canada – National School Library Day. Held each year on the fourth Monday of October, Canada celebrates National School Library Day with book fairs and other festivities for children at their school libraries. http://www.nsld.ca/
U.S.A. – Black Poetry Day. On October 17 each year, contributions of African American Poets are studied and appreciated. Students are encouraged to create their own poetry around the topics of love, peace, and freedom and share their poems with others. http://www.goatview.com/october17blackpoetry.htm
U.S.A. – Dictionary Day (Noah Webster’s Birthday). Exciting plans for celebrating across America can be found here, 

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson027.shtml
U.S.A. – National Book Month. Schools and libraries across the U.S. promote books and literacy. National Book Awards finalists are announced, making this month a great time to discover and discuss the nominees. http://www.nationalbook.org/nbmcelebrate.html
U.S.A. – National Storytelling Festival. The premier festival is held in Jonesborough, TN, but why not hold your own. More details are at http://www.storytellingcenter.com/
U.S.A. – Teen Read Week. A national literacy initiative of the Young Adult Library Services encourages teens and those involved with them to "Read for the Fun of It". Annual themes focus on teen topics and interests. Teen Read Week is celebrated the third full week in October every year. Click here, http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenreading.htm to get those teens reading!
November

Canada – Canadian Children’s Book Week. Celebrated the 1st week of November and sponsored by Canadian Children’s Book Centre, Canadian Children’s Book Week focuses on acquainting Canadian children with quality children’s literature and introducing them to the authors and illustrators responsible for creating children’s books. For details see, http://www.bookweek.ca/  (or try the main site and look for Book Week:  http://www.bookcentre.ca/programs/index.shtml)
U.S.A. – Children’s Book Week. During the week before Thanksgiving, join educators, librarians, and booksellers in celebrating children’s literature. Sponsored by the Children’s Book Council, this week encourages children and adults to share reading. For great resources on how to celebrate book week, see http://www.cbcbooks.org/cbw/
U.S.A. – National Author’s Day. November 1st is the day to encourage children to discover facts about their favorite authors.  ** no website
U.S.A. – National Family Literacy Day. National Family Literacy Day seeks unite children and adults in the pursuit of knowledge. Special events and activities that highlight the importance of literacy are scheduled nationwide. For further information click here, http://www.famlit.org/FAQ/Publications/nfld.cfm 
U.S.A. – National Young Readers Day. Celebrated during November, educators across the U.S.A. encourage young readers with activities and events. http://www.bookitprogram.com/teachers/nyrd.asp 
U.S.A., Nebraska – Read Aloud to a Child Week. Celebrated the first full week of November, adults are encouraged to foster children’s interest in reading by reading aloud to them. For more information see http://www.nereads.org/sig/index.html
December

U.S.A. – Jewish Book Month. Celebrated throughout December, readers are encouraged to read books related to Judaism and Jewish heritage. http://www.skokie.lib.il.us/s_kids/kd_read/kd_displays/kd_dsp_2004/Jewish_Book_Month.html
Other

Canada & U.S.A.  – “One-Book Reading Promotions.” Initiated by the Washington Center for the Book, the “one-book” promotions encourage adults and children to discover a book together. http://www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook/one-book.html
Canada –Keene State College Children’s Literature Festival. This festival promotes the reading, studying, and use of children's literature. Also has a gallery of children’s books. http://www.keene.edu/clf/
U.S.A. – The Public Library Association and the Association for Library Service to Children have incorporated the latest research into a series of parent and caregiver workshops to provide public libraries with vital tools to help prepare parents for their critical role as their child’s first teacher. See site for information on workshops, research, events, etc.  http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plaissues/earlylit/earlyliteracy.htm
U.S.A. – A partnership building website designed to help libraries improve and expand literacy services and programs. This website features information, materials, and resources about how libraries, local agencies, and corporate partners work together to build stronger community-based literacy partnerships and more literate communities. http://www.buildliteracy.org/
U.S.A. – TD Waterhouse is partnering with First Book, a national nonprofit organization with a single mission: to give children from low-income families the opportunity to read and own their first new books. Has committed to donating 50,000 new books to disadvantaged children across America through the First Book program. http://www.firstbook.org/index.shtml
South America
March

Brazil – National Poetry Day. March 14th of each year, children are encouraged to read and appreciate poetry.  **no website
August

Brazil – Folklore Day. August 22nd of each year, children are urged to read the folklore of Brazil.  http://rio.de.janeiro.eventguide.com/
October

Brazil – National Book Day. Held each year on October 29, schools and libraries share and celebrate books with children.  **no website
Other

Venezuela – Mission Robinson. An ongoing campaign to teach literacy, Mission Robinson is a volunteer-driven organization that seeks to educate in the poorest regions in Venezuela.  http://www.venezuelanalysis.com/articles.php?artno=1046
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